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The time has come for Congress to 

move forward with a thoughtful and re-
sponsible framework for drug re-
importation. In a free market economy 
such as ours, it seems unfair that we 
have permitted a system that only al-
lows the manufacturers to reimport 
drug products. It is essential that we 
find ways to reduce drug prices for 
Americans and one approach is by al-
lowing drug reimportation. As such, we 
can and should, with the appropriate 
safeguards, allow a more open prescrip-
tion drug reimportation regime to take 
hold in this country. The Dorgan- 
Snowe proposal offers a reasonable and 
responsible framework for such an en-
deavor to begin. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I will be 

unable to be in Washington from Tues-
day, May 15, to Wednesday, May 16, due 
to the graduation of my daughter from 
Columbia University in New York. I 
therefore ask that I be granted leave 
from the Senate under rule VI, para-
graph 2. 

f 

WACHOVIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise 

today to recognize the fifth anniver-
sary of the Wachovia Championship 
golf tournament and its contribution 
to charitable causes in North Carolina. 

Several years ago, a group of North 
Carolinians gathered to begin the plan-
ning for this first-class event. Under 
their leadership, the Wachovia Cham-
pionship has quickly risen to the top 
echelon of sporting events in the coun-
try. In only 5 short years, the 
Wachovia Championship has become 
known as one of the preeminent golf 
tournaments in the country—second 
only to the major championships. 

The organizers desired to create a 
premier sporting event that would pro-
vide a first-class experience for pa-
trons, PGA tour players, and volun-
teers that at the same time would have 
a significant economic impact for the 
Carolinas, showcase our State and re-
gion to a national and international 
television audience, and most impor-
tantly, raise significant funds for char-
itable causes in the State. 

On all accounts, the Wachovia Cham-
pionship has been a resounding success 
story. This year alone, the Wachovia 
Championship will have an economic 
impact of over $45 million in the state 
of North Carolina. 

The primary beneficiary of the suc-
cess of the Wachovia Championship is 
Teach for America. Funds generated 
from the tournament are used to sup-
port the national efforts of this organi-
zation. Teach for America is the na-
tional corps of outstanding college 
graduates who commit 2 years to teach 
in low-income communities and be-
come advocates for expanding edu-
cational opportunity. Since 1990 nearly 
17,000 college graduates have joined 
Teach for America, impacting the lives 
of over 2.5 million students. 

In North Carolina, Teach for America 
has over 250 corps members teaching in 
Charlotte, Durham and communities 
across the eastern half of the State. 

Since the inception of the tour-
nament, over $4 million has been gen-
erated for Teach for America from the 
success of the Wachovia Championship 
in Charlotte. 

As you can see, this is much more 
than just a golf tournament. The 
Wachovia Championship is a commu-
nity and economic success story. 

I congratulate the organizers and the 
thousands of volunteers that make the 
Wachovia Championship one of the spe-
cial events that makes our state of 
North Carolina proud. 

f 

HONORING DEE SARTON 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, as you 
know, the month of May is Foster Care 
Month, when we take special note of 
the young people served by our Na-
tion’s foster care system, and the dedi-
cated volunteers and professionals who 
work with and for them. 

Today, I rise to pay tribute to a fel-
low Idahoan who is making a tremen-
dously positive difference in the lives 
of foster children in our State. 

Dee Sarton is a reporter at KTVB 
News Channel 7. Since November 1998, 
she has used her talent and experience 
to produce segments promoting the 
adoption of children out of the foster 
care system. On Wednesday nights, just 
before signing off the early evening 
news, she introduces sibling groups or 
older youth who are waiting for adop-
tive homes, and her compelling, sen-
sitive interviews with these young peo-
ple have touched the hearts of families 
across the Nation. She has introduced 
more than 500 children and has 
partnered with the Idaho Department 
of Health and Welfare in helping them 
find stability and love through adop-
tion. 

Dee brings energy, intuition, and a 
sincere concern for the future of each 
child to each production day. Although 
these young people have troubled his-
tories and range from the gregarious to 
the shy, she manages to form an imme-
diate bond with them. Her empathy 
and patience come from an abiding de-
sire to help them achieve the normalcy 
they have described over and over in 
similar ways: ‘‘I just want to be treat-
ed like a regular kid.’’ 

For her outstanding work on behalf 
of Idaho’s youth, I nominated Dee 
Sarton to receive the 2006 ‘‘Angel in 
Adoption’’ award presented by the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Insti-
tute, and I am very proud to share her 
story with my colleagues today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RALEIGH TIAHRT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
rise to recognize Raleigh Tiahrt, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC office, for 
all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Raleigh is a graduate of Vermillion 
High School in Vermillion, SD. Cur-
rently he is attending the University of 
Minnesota where he is pursuing majors 
in mathematics and philosophy. He 
plans to finish his education at the 
University of South Dakota in 
Vermillion. He is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Raleigh for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SARA KOCH 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 

rise to recognize Sara Koch, an intern 
in my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Sara is a graduate of Custer High 
School in Custer, SD. Currently she is 
attending South Dakota State Univer-
sity where she is pursuing majors in 
business and political science. She has 
also been active in Teenage Repub-
licans and College Republicans. She is 
a hard worker who has been dedicated 
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Sara for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

ARMY RESERVES 
∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a special 
group of Americans—the members of 
Company B, 7th Battalion, 158th Avia-
tion Regiment. The dedication and pa-
triotism of this Army Reserve unit 
from Olathe, KS, truly makes all Kan-
sans and Americans proud. 

In October 2005, Pakistan suffered a 
severe disaster when a 7.6-magnitude 
earthquake devastated the country. 
This unit, known as the Spartans, was 
in the midst of training at Fort Sill, 
OK, to prepare for its deployment to 
Afghanistan when they received orders 
to assist in the humanitarian relief ef-
forts. The unit immediately responded 
by disassembling their entire fleet of 
Chinook helicopters, flying to Afghani-
stan where they reassembled their air-
craft, and then deploying to Islamabad 
to participate in relief efforts. All this 
was accomplished in a mere 4 days—a 
phenomenal feat. During the 5 months 
of this operation, the Spartans flew 
2,633 missions where they delivered 
more than 18 million pounds of sup-
plies, transported almost 7,000 refugees, 
and medically evacuated 311 casualties. 
This mission proved to be the longest 
and largest helicopter relief mission in 
the history of the United States. 

Following their relief mission, the 
unit deployed to Afghanistan to pro-
vide heavy-lift support for combat op-
erations at Kandahar Airfield in south-
ern Afghanistan. During their 7-month 
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